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i. Bince fthe S5ED Tolitbhiwo has had no vegular weebings since the begluning of the
Werdd Toubh Festival.and the SED Central Commlttes has not met sines the fivet
of Augmgt 1951, there is at present a noticesble uncertainty awong the SED
lzadership concerning both imbernal policy and poiilcy in regard to West Germany.
Both the ®Qpen Letier of the SED Central Committec to the Soecial Demoerats,
Commmists, and Trade Unionists in West Germany® and the Central Conferance of
the Tnemployed .plammed for the end of September in Wegh Berlin, were not dig-
cugsed shead of time in the Politbtiroe. Ulbricht and Pileck left on vacation im-
wodiately after the World Youth Festival without bringing either the Politbiro

_or the Central (ommitiee logether for a weetlng.

2c !The SED chairman, Grotewohl, bad mo prior knowledge of the "Open Letter to the .
. 'West German Social Democrats, Cemmnists, and Trade Unionists" before it was
“giwen to mnge_c_l%a_ng for publication., Rudolf Herrmstadt, who 18 not only|..
i chiel editor of Neues Deutschland, but also provides liaison between the Polit i
J o and the Soviet authorities, ia presently in the Soviet Union and was re- | -
| aponalible for direoting the terms of the "Open Letter" directly from Moscow.

3. Both in its content and in the political trend which it indicates, the *Open
Istter’, which reactivates the old Communist program of wnified action, came as
a surprise Yo the SED leadership. Accordin; to the political line as fixed by
Pisck, nrotewchl and Ulbricht at the end of the World Youth Festival, Soviet—
SED policy was now to be directed toward the wobilization of opposition to Jest
German rearmement on the part of Germany's European neighbors,; pariticularly
France, Iialy, Belgiuvm and Holland. This was to be accomplished wlth the propa-
ganda mobif that Cerman iwmperlalism is entering a2 new era with Amsrican material
support, and that although this now lmperlalism way clozk itself with the Euwrow
pean sywbol, 1t will be very clsarly German., This policy was presemted to the
SED as the Soviet~-Commnist policy for the coming monthz. The Russisns cleariy
vealized, however, that such a policy, directed against West Germany, would mean
a final end 1o the possible success of the previous German unity line with its
slogan of "All Germang at One Table", They therefore recommended temporary re-
straint. The present question is how the new line of the “Open lLetter® as de-
manded dirsetly by lMoscow can be made compatibls with the German lmperdalist
line.

Y. The new asppeal to West Germany is a result of the helief that both the SPD and
the West Oerman trade unions are now, more strongly than ever before, ineclined
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toward an anti-American policy. This trend has supposedly been trought about
by recent rulings of the Westerm A)lles on such questions as German property
abroad, coal exports, the Ruhr Authority, and oeocupation ocosts. Although the
Rugsians have expeoted West Gerren rearmament to begin in the next few ronths,
they now believe that a real delay or even a complete -cencellation of the plan=-
ned rearmament policy could result fronm this unexpected oppesition within West
Germany .
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